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Cover image: The vignette of Maria A. Cadogan, née  

Bannon, is provided by Peggy Desmond, sister-in-law of 

member Denise Franzoia. The photograph was taken in a 

Sacramento studio located at 504 J Street, probably in the 

latter half of the 1890s, when the Sacramento Camera 

Club occupied the building at that address. 
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Thanks! 
With the new year well under way, there is much 

recognition due. Thank you Fritz Harrold and Jim Craig 

for organizing another fantastic Pioneer holiday party. 

Thank you outgoing directors Trisha Setzer, Doug Pope 

and Ric Steere. Thank you annual dinner meeting 

committee members Trisha Setzer, Kay Wood and Karun 

Yee. Thank you nominating committee members Steve 

Huffman, Kay Wood and Bill Schaw. Thank you Rob 

Taylor for five years served on the Cemetery Trust 

committee, and thank you everyone who has invested time 

and effort with the Pioneers. Your dedication to the 

Association is greatly appreciated! 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

John Quincy Brown, Jr. 

http://www.sacramentopioneer.org


President’s Message 
 

Greetings Pioneers, 

 

 The year began with the 170th anniversary of 

James Marshall’s discovery of gold in Coloma on 

January 24th, 1848. It was likely no coincidence that 

the Pioneers chose January 24th as the date of their 

first meeting at Jones’s Hotel back in 1854. Let’s 

remember to have a big celebration in five years for 

the 175th anniversary! On the subject of Mr. Marshall, 

one hundred years ago, on January 24th, 1918, the 

Sacramento Society of California Pioneers 

ceremoniously dedicated James Marshall Park 

located at 27th and J Streets. A commemorative 

granite stone and copper plaque placed by the 

Pioneers still stands on the south side of the park. 

Because of the regulars who now frequent the park, 

one is even reminded of Sacramento’s Squatter’s Riot 

back in 1850. 

 Another significant date draws near, May 10th 

2019, which is the 150th anniversary of the 

completion of the transcontinental railroad at 

Promontory Summit in 1869. True, the date is more 

than a year away, but city-wide planning is well 

underway. A Sacramento committee called 

California’s 150th Transcontinental Railroad 

Celebration! has organized to coordinate 

commemorative events. Already, the US-China 

Railroad Friendship Association kicked off the 

festivities with an inaugural banquet at the California 

State Railroad Museum. The Sacramento Pioneer 

Association was among the many sponsors. 

 On April 11, Sacramento Pioneer Association 

Presents, will host guest speaker Professor Patty 

Limerick, Center for the American West, University 

of Colorado. She is a published author and holds the 

honorable distinction of being the official Colorado 

State Historian. The lecture will take place in the 

Crocker Art Museum theatre. 

 A truly exciting opportunity for our Association 

has developed with KVIE. The Pioneers signed a 

contract with the local public television station to 

produce a documentary film about the history of our 

organization. The film will take about a year to 

produce and will air on the program ViewFinder. 

 I look forward to seeing everyone at the March 

15 annual dinner meeting! 

 

Michael Shepard, President 

Lynda Otto Retiring 
 

 

Over the course of the Sacramento Pioneer 

Association’s long existence, three members come 

to mind who were anchors of the organization - 

who remained at their post and established stability 

year after year, decade after decade. The first is 

Lincoln B. Edwards, president of the Pioneers from 

1925 to 1966. The next honor goes to Tom 

Hammer, secretary of the Association from 1966 to 

2012, with an interim as president in 1972-3. 

Lynda Otto is the third member of this esteemed 

group for her dedicated service as bookkeeper of 

the Sacramento Pioneer Association since 1978 and 

treasurer from the mid-1990s (following Bob 

Thomas), not to mention her orchestration of 

countless Pioneer events, management of Pioneer 

Hall and stewardship of the Association’s 

contemporary archives and records. Lynda aptly 

received the Pioneer of the Year award in 2011. 

 

Lynco Accountancy closed shop in 2017 as Lynda 

began her well-deserved retirement. During the 

past year, Lynda pondered, debated and weighed 

her options, finally reaching the tough decision that 

she would not seek the nomination for treasurer at 

the March annual dinner meeting. She explained to 

the president and vice-president, "I love the 

Sacramento Pioneer Association and all of its 

members and giving this up will be very difficult 

for me...”. 

 

Lynda has earned this retirement many times over. 

We extend our congratulations and our gratitude to 

Lynda for her years of service. Her contribution to 

the Sacramento Pioneer Association has made a 

significant difference and touched a great many 

lives. 

 

Word has it that Lynda recently purchased a new 

RV. The West is a big place and there are many 

roads to be explored. We wish Lynda continued 

success and happiness on her adventures. Her good 

spirit will be missed at board meetings by all of the 

directors, but we look forward to seeing Lynda at 

future events. 

 

 



Maria Cadogan 

Legacy of a Pioneer Daughter 
By Michael Shepard 

 

The Sacramento Pioneer Association quarterly 

Pioneer Newsletter, dated December 2017, featured 

an article regarding the early history of Pioneer Hall.  

The article mentions, in passing, grocer J. J. 

Cadogan who leased T. M. Lindley’s building on 7th 

Street in 1868 prior to the sale of the lot to the 

Sacramento Pioneer Association. Present-day 

Association member Denise Franzoia recognized    

J. J. Cadogan as her great-grandfather and promptly 

informed the editor. Although Mr. Cadogan never 

joined the Sacramento Pioneer Association, his 

connection with the organization is profound. 

John James Cadogan, a native of County 

Waterford, Ireland, arrived in California from 

Pennsylvania in the 1850s and had, according to his 

obituary, “amassed a fortune in the mines of 

Amador County.” He settled in Sacramento and 

became a successful grocer and purveyor of fine 

wines, liquor and cigars. Mr. Cadogan married Miss 

Maria A. Bannon on June 29th, 1863. Maria 

Bannon’s father was Sacramento Pioneer 

Association member Patrick Bannon. 

When Patrick Bannon died on August 11, 1881, 

an announcement of his passing appeared in the 

Sacramento Daily Union the following day: 

 

Sacramento, August 11 - Patrick Bannon, 

a native of County Roscommon, Ireland, 69 

years and 6 months. 

[Friends and acquaintances are 

respectfully invited to attend the funeral, 

which will take place from the residence of 

his son-in-law (John J. Cadogan), G street, 

between Fourteenth and Fifteenth, to-

morrow (Saturday) afternoon, at 2 o’clock; 

thence to St. Rose Church, corner Seventh 

and K streets, where funeral services will be 

held.] 

 

Pioneers, Attention: - Please meet at your 

Hall, to-morrow (Saturday) afternoon, 

August 13, 1881, at 1:30 o’clock, to attend 

the funeral of our brother Pioneer Patrick 

Bannon. 

James McCleery, Secretary. 

 

The Pioneer Grove memorial book Gone to Rest, 

published by the Association in 2001, includes an 

excellent biography of Patrick Bannon compiled 

from notes written by his daughter, Maria, who was 

very proud of her father’s pioneer roots as well as 

her own eventful journey to California as a young 

girl. In December of 1913, Maria Cadogan recalled 

the stories of her adventurous childhood as she 

spoke at a banquet hosted by the Sacramento Society 

of California Pioneers. The following article 

published in the February 1914 edition of the Native 

Sons of the Golden West periodical, The Grizzley 

Bear, records the occasion: 

 

Sacramento - Among the speakers of the 

banquet of the Sacramento Society of 

California Pioneers, December 27th, was Mrs. 

J. J. Cadogan, who related the following 

incidents of her trip across the plains in 1851: 

“As some of this assemblage may not know 

of my parentage, I will state that my father 

was Patrick Bannon, of our own Bannon’s 

Slough fame, who crossed the plains in 1849. 

About a year later, he returned, via the Horn, 

to our home in Joliet, near Chicago, and the 

next spring all our family started for the 

Golden West, going to St. Joseph, Missouri, 

by boat. 

“Here my father and others bought oxen, 

wagons, provisions, etc. Upon resuming our 

journey the party, or train, consisted of fifty 

people. The first stopping place of 

importance was Fort Laramie. Later, the 

Green River was crossed in the wagons and 

on horseback, as the water was very low. 

One night a whole party of twenty persons 

were killed, but one man, and he hurried 

back to warn our people. When the Indians 

attacked us we were prepared for them. Our 

wagons were all drawn up close together and 

the men, on horseback, stampeded the red 

men. 

“On one occasion, the wind was so strong 

that it was necessary to use ropes and stakes 

to hold the prairie-schooners. Hail stones as 

large as hen’s eggs paid us friendly visits 

from time to time. As I was only 8 years old, 

there were many important incidents which I 

did not remember. Horseback riding was a 

hobby of mine during the entire trip to 

California. Mrs. Newman of Boulevard Park, 



this city, and I were playmates. As pay at a 

toll bridge, my father gave the man a pair of 

trousers. At Carson City, Nevada, we sold a 

wagon, the man giving my father $50 

octagonal California gold slugs. Our journey 

down the Sierras brought us through 

Placerville, and we arrived at Sutter’s Fort on 

October 15, 1851. Here we met several 

friends who had arrived from the East.” 

Mrs. Cadogan is a daughter of Patrick 

Bannon, a pioneer of 1849 whose name is 

closely allied with the early history of 

California and from whom Bannon Slough, 

just north of the junction of the Sacramento 

and American Rivers, derived its name. On 

June 29, 1863, in St. Rose’s Catholic Church, 

Sacramento, which site is now occupied by 

the Government Building, she was, as Miss 

Maria Bannon, wedded to J. J. Cadogan, a 

prominent wholesale and retail grocer who 

came to California in 1850. 

June 29, 1913, Mr. and Mrs. Cadogan, 

surrounded by relatives, celebrated their 

fiftieth wedding anniversary at Brannon 

Slough, the gathering being held on the 

identical spot where, fifty years previous, 

amid stately oaks and beautiful shrubbery, the 

couple’s wedding breakfast was served. Mr. 

and Mrs. Cadogan have one son and three 

daughters - John Cadogan, Jr., Mrs. Angela 

M. Desmond, Mrs. Clara G. Kenny and Mrs. 

Alice M. Artz - and three grandchildren - Lyle 

Kenny, Earl Desmond and Miss Eileene 

Desmond. All are natives of California, and, 

together with the couple’s sons-in-law, Daniel 

J. Desmond, Edward D. Kenny and George 

W. Artz, also natives of this State, were 

present at the recent family reunion. 

 

Maria Cadogan, by virtue of her pioneer father 

Patrick Bannon, joined the Sons and Daughters of the 

Sacramento Society of California Pioneers. Her name 

appears in the roster of the 1891 Constitution and 

Bylaws of the organization along with the names of 

her children Angela, John and Clara. During a 

banquet held on December 5, 1909, the seven 

remaining members of the Sacramento Society of 

California Pioneers merged their organization with 

that of the Sons and Daughters. The 1910 

Constitution and Bylaws of the Sacramento Society of 

California Pioneers lists the Pioneer lineal 

descendants as “Junior Pioneers.” The names of 

Maria Cadogan, John Jr. and his sister, Alice M. 

Artz, are present in that publication. John Cadogan 

Jr. was later appointed to the organization’s Pioneer 

Hall committee in 1911 according to an article in the 

Sacramento Union dated August 30 of that year. The 

names of Maria Cadogan and her son, John, appear 

once more in the roster of the 1920 Constitution and 

Bylaws. 

On January 24th, 1918, to commemorate the 70th 

anniversary of James Marshall’s gold discovery in 

Coloma, the Sacramento Society of California 

Pioneers dedicated James Marshall Park at 28th and J 

Streets. A copper memorial plaque set within a 

granite block was ceremoniously unveiled by two-

year-old George Artz Jr. with the aid of his mother, 

Alice Cadogan Artz. Little George Artz Jr. grew up 

to become a member of the Sacramento Society of 

California Pioneers. In 1966, when the Society had 

dwindled down to only four members (one of them 

George Artz Jr.), it was fortuitous that Mr. Artz lived 

next door to Mead Kibbey. 

When Mead learned that Sacramento’s historic 

pioneer society would cease to be once the four 

members were gone, he took action. Mead recruited 

Tom Hammer and Burnett Miller to help him save 

the Pioneers. The three newcomers formed the 

Sacramento Pioneer Foundation, which allowed 

membership to those other than lineal descendants of 

original pioneers. Soon the roster contained names 

such as Walter Frame, Judge Sherrill Halbert, V. 

Aubrey Neasham, Adolf Teichert and Dr. Ray 

Mommboisse. Historically-minded Sacramentans 

continued to join. In 1970, the name of the 

Foundation reverted back to the original Sacramento 

Pioneer Association coined in 1854, and so it has 

been called ever since. 

Had it not been for legacy members like Mrs. 

Maria Cadogan, her children, grandchildren and 

even great-grandchildren, the Sacramento Pioneer 

Association may have faded away with the dying of 

the last forty-niner. Descendants of past members 

and new members alike continue to remember and 

celebrate those who dared to embark on the great 

California adventure in the days of ’49. May the 

Sacramento Pioneers continue to fulfill this mission 

for generations to come. 
 

 



THE SACRAMENTO PIONEER ASSOCIATION 
Cordially invites you to attend 

 

The 2018 Annual Dinner Meeting 
Thursday, March 15, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Del Paso Country Club 
3333 Marconi Ave., Sacramento, CA   95821 

 

Current dues paying members and Lifetime members $78.50/person 
Other members and guests $98.50/person 

 

Send reservations by March 9, 2017, indicating your dinner selection, 
with check payable to  

 

Sacramento Pioneer Association 
1731 Howe Avenue, Box 639, Sacramento, CA 95825 

 

Reservations limited                   No Refunds after March 9, 2018 
 
 

Menu 

 

Entrée 
Petit Filet of Beef with Prawns 

or 
Baked Stuffed Portabella Mushroom 

(spinach, ricotta cheese, pine nut crust, sweet pepper coulis) 
 

Dessert 
Cookies and 

Rich Chocolate Brownies 

 

No host cash bar   Complimentary Wine 
 

 

Save the Date! 

PIONEER APPAREL 
 

A large assortment of 
shirts, hats, aprons, bags, etc., 

all finely embroidered 
with the  

Sacramento Pioneer 
Association 

emblem, may be procured 
by visiting 

 
http://www.companycasuals.com/ 

Sacramentopioneer/start.jsp 



 

 

 

 

2017 Pioneer Holiday Gala 

Teresa Krtil, Fitz Miller & Laurie Gunes 

Ed Willey, Jack Cornelius & Wendel Flint 

Bill Schaw, Catherine Hanson & Ken Knott 

Hilton Williams,  Jane Finger & MaryBeth Williams Fritz Harrold & Mark Rathe 



Sacramento Pioneer Association 

1731 Howe Ave, Box 639 

Sacramento, CA 95825-2209 

SACRAMENTO  PIONEER  ASSOCIATION 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Thursday, March 15  Annual Dinner Meeting 

       5:30 pm, Del Paso Country Club 

 

Saturday, March 17th Old Sacramento St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

       Noon to 3:00pm oldsacramento.com 

 

Wednesday, April 11  Patty Limerick lecture 

       6:30 pm (tentative) 

       Crocker Art Museum Theatre 

 

2018 

oldsacramento.com

