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Cover Image: A Gold Saving Machine. This print by
artist August Leroy, featured in chapter XVIII of Charles
Warren Haskins 1890 publication The California
Argonauts, depicts a pistol-toting miner from Tuolumne
named Tex (right) as he persuades recently bankrupted
Barton Lee (left) of Sacramento City to honor a $5,000
certificate of deposit for immediate withdrawal. The
pistol, of course, is Tex’s “gold saving machine.”
Though the incident is uncorroborated and the sketch is
likely an inaccurate characterization of Barton Lee, the
artwork may be the only known image of the Sacramento
Pioneer.
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President’s Message
SPA web site redevelopment
Work to create a truly upgraded web site providing
us with more flexibility for edits, document
inclusion, transactions, and confidential password
protected content has made great progress. Michael
Shepard has worked with Michael Geminder to
achieve these goals. Please go to https://
sacramentopioneer.org to see the outstanding result.

Other –
Our annual Holiday Party will come up in
December and Annual Meeting in March. More
on these and other events later (watch your
email and the website for updates).
Bill Schaw,
President

On our website you and others can now access
publications, newsletters, and our outstanding film
about the Pioneers, Guardians of the Past. Be sure to
also look at the Events section to know all about
upcoming SPA events. The website will now always
be a work in progress as items are added and
adjusted according to our current needs.
Thank you again Michael Shepard, Shelley Ford, and
Michael Geminder for this successful effort.
Upcoming Events
Sunset & Strings Jamboree –
In cooperation with the Friends of Sutter’s Fort,
the SPA is presenting the New World String
Project at 7 PM on September 19th at Sutter’s
Fort. Please see information about this concert
on our new website (click on Events) and
elsewhere in this newsletter. We look forward to
an evening of fine American roots music along
with Celtic and Nordic selections. Also there
will be beer (one free drink to all SPA and
FOSF members).
Just click on the concert poster (on our website)
to go to a ticket purchase page or go to the
Friends of Sutter’s Fort website.
Annual Picnic –
Our annual SPA picnic will be held on October
5th at the Sacramento Zoo. Members should now
have received their invitation in the mail. Please
consider bringing a guest (or two) who may be
willing to consider SPA membership as we’ll
offer 50% off the normal membership fee for
those signing up as new members that evening.

September 9 - Happy Admission Day!!!

PIONEER APPAREL
A large assortment of
shirts, hats, aprons, bags, etc.,
all finely embroidered
with the
Sacramento Pioneer
Association
emblem, may be procured
by visiting
https://www.companycasuals.com/
sacramentopioneer/start.jsp/

Fortunes of Barton Lee
Won and Lost
By Michael Shepard
On the west bank of the Mississippi River, in the
recently organized Territory of Iowa, residents of the
town of Bloomington held a public meeting in the
schoolhouse on March 19, 1843, in order to discuss the
formation of an Oregon emigration company. The
Bloomington Herald reported in an article dated March
30 that many of those in attendance “believe the Oregon
Territory to be far superior in many respects to any other
portion of the United States; they believe it to be superior
in climate, in health, in water privileges, in timber, in
convenience to market, and in many other respects; they
believe it to be well adapted to agriculture and stock
raising…” One enthusiastic committee member
encouraged “every person possessing the enterprise and
patriotic spirit of the true American citizen, to emigrate
to the Oregon Territory at as early a date as possible, and
thereby secure to themselves a permanent and happy
home, and to their country one of the fairest portions of
her domain.”
Barton Lee, a Bloomington merchant originally from
Cayuga, New York, earnestly participated in the
meeting, during which he accepted an appointment to a
committee of three assigned to assist in the transaction of
any business for the advancement of the interests of the
company. Perhaps an atypical frontiersman, thirty-yearold Barton Lee already headed a household of five. He
had married Miss Henrietta Steele in Brown County,
Wisconsin Territory, seven years earlier in 1836. The
couple had two sons and a daughter born to them in the
Iowa Territory.
The Oregon Emigration Society of Bloomington,
Iowa, as it was formally named, resolved to depart for
the Oregon Territory on May 10, 1843, allowing less
than two months’ time for emigrants to acquire the
necessary provisions. The company required that each
individual provide him or herself with “100 pounds
flour, 30 pounds bacon, 1 peck salt, 3 pounds powder, in
horns or canteens, 15 pounds lead or shot, and one good
tent cloth to every six persons: every man well-armed
and equipped with gun, tomahawk, knife, etc.”
The planned route departed from Bloomington for
Iowa City, then to Council Bluffs after which, at some
suitable point, the wagon train would join the
“Independence road” from Missouri to Oregon.
Apparently, the required 30 pounds of bacon per person
proved insufficient for the 2,000-mile trek causing
additional hardship on the already difficult journey.
Nevertheless, all five members of the Lee family reached
their Oregon destination none the worse for wear.
While the sum of Barton’s activities in Oregon is not
clear, documents reveal that he served as a legislator in

Oregon’s territorial government. Lee’s signature appears
among the signatures of other legislators on a letter dated
June 28, 1845, to the United States Congress urging that
body to formally establish a border between the Oregon
Country and the British domain of Columbia. The Oregon
Treaty between the United States and the United
Kingdom, signed on June 15, 1846, brought an end to the
boundary dispute. Meanwhile, Henrietta provided three
more sons all born in the Oregon Territory.
Word of James Marshall’s discovery of gold on
January 24, 1848, in Coloma, California, reached Oregon
well before the Atlantic States. The lure of wealth and
opportunity compelled Barton Lee to emigrate once
again. That same year, the Lee family arrived at Sutter’s
Fort where Barton established a mercantile shop with
new-found partners Albert Priest and P. B. Cornwall in
November 1848 before Sacramento claimed a place on
the map.
The biography of P. B. Cornwall, published by his
son Bruce Cornwall in 1906, describes the early business
venture: “Sutter’s Fort contained a number of mercantile
firms, the largest of which was S. Brannan & Co. This
firm’s store stood immediately outside the walls of the
fort. The next largest mercantile house was that of Priest,
Lee & Co., which occupied a large compartment within
the fort, a little to the right but almost opposite the great
gate, the first compartment south of the Central Store
House. The firm was originally composed of Albert Priest
and Barton Lee, but in the latter part of 1848 my father
became a third partner and also shortly afterward, the
recognized business head in the conduct of its affairs.”
On December 30, 1848, Priest, Lee & Cornwall expanded
its presence at the fort with the $3,500 purchase of
additional rooms along the north wall according to city
records.
Around that time, during the autumn of 1848 and into
the next year, Captain W. H. Warner of the U. S.
topographical engineers conducted the land survey for
John Sutter Jr. of what would become Sacramento City.
Barton Lee, recognizing the potential value of the land,
began to acquire lots.
In February of 1849, the firm of Priest, Lee & Co.
relocated from the fort to a building on 2nd and J Streets,
which Mr. Cornwall later claimed it to be the first frame
building ever built in Sacramento. Others, however,
proposed that Sam Brannan receives that honor for an
earlier building at the corner of Front and J Streets.
Business flourished. A June 2, 1849, advertisement
running in Sacramento’s Placer Times announced the
company’s inventory, which included “2,700 bbls Flour
on hand and for sale at this place and San Francisco. 50
baskets champagne, 50 cases champagne cider, 75 cases
brandy and wine, 45 bbls ‘Tenants’ ale, 60 boxes superior
raisins, and a large stock of general merchandise on hand
and for sale…” In addition, Priest, Lee and Co. advertised
for sale 80 pack and saddle horses.

Having had experience in the Oregon territorial
legislature and a strong sense of civitas, Barton Lee
participated in a January 6, 1849, meeting in Sacramento
that explored the organization of a Provisional
Government for the Territory of California. The group’s
president, P. H. Burnett (who would later serve as
California’s first Governor), appointed Barton Lee to a
committee of five assigned to draft a preamble and
resolutions expressive of the purpose of the group.
Lee expressed his philanthropic nature in the
community by agreeing to provide Drs. John F. Morse and
J. D. B. Stillman with a hospital building on 3rd and K
Streets, which opened its doors to the public in December
1849 for a cheaper rate than offered by the facility at
Sutter’s Fort.
The disastrous flood of January 1850 led Barton Lee
to chair a public meeting of the citizens of Sacramento at
his firm’s office to develop a levee system to properly
protect the city from future risings of the Sacramento
River.
As Sacramento’s population continued to grow at a
relentless pace and gold flowed in steadily from the Sierra
motherlode, Barton Lee’s sharp business acumen served
him well. In February of 1850, he purchased Albert
Priest’s interest in the firm, which continued its success
and expanded into other ventures under the name B. Lee
& Cornwall. The partners advertised themselves as
“Exchange Brokers, Bankers and Dealers in Real Estate.”
In April of 1850, Barton Lee acquired P. B. Cornwall’s
interest in the firm and two-thirds of Mr. Cornwall’s real
estate for the hefty sum of $640,000. In a very short time,
Barton Lee became Sacramento’s leading landholder and
banker. That same month, residents of Sacramento elected
Barton Lee for the office of City Treasurer.
During the summer of 1850, newspapers estimated the
net worth of Barton Lee to be an astounding $1.4 million.
It, therefore, came as immense surprise when, on August
5, 1850, residents of Sacramento woke to the news of
Barton Lee’s financial insolvency. Property values in
Sacramento had far exceeded their real worth and Lee
became over-extended on mortgages. Sacramento’s
leading banker failed!
Sacramento had endured fire, flood and cholera during
its short existence as a city, but this financial crisis struck
the confidence of the people of Sacramento, which could
have even jeopardized the pending statehood of
California. Rather than spread a message of panic and
uncertainty, newspapers, such as the Daily Alta California
on August 7, 1850, assured readers that Barton Lee “will
be able to meet all his liabilities.”
Barton Lee himself submitted an open letter to the
Sacramento Transcript on August 7, in which he assured
his creditors. “I have more than a sufficiency of assets to
cover the whole amount of my indebtedness, and all shall
be appropriated to the satisfaction of your claims.” Lee
continued, “All I ask is to rest assured that I do not mean

you injury, and to bear with me patiently for a while, so
that I may recover from the immediate pressure to which
I have been unfortunately subjected.”
To make matters worse, squatters rioted in
Sacramento that same August incited by the argument
that Sutter’s Mexican land grant was invalid, which
subsequently invalidated any deed assigned to yetunimproved land that had been purchased from J. A.
Sutter Jr.
Shortly after the banking crisis, Barton had sent his
wife and children back east. Their names appear in the
1850 Federal Census for Huron County, Ohio. The record
shows Henrietta’s net worth to be $100,000, far
surpassing that of her neighbors. By November of 1850,
when the United States Federal Census enumerated the
residents of Sacramento, Barton Lee stated a net worth of
$700,000. In the new year, the Sacramento Transcript on
January 8, 1851, reported that Mr. Lee still ranked the
highest payer of city taxes for the year 1850 at
$16,253.12, contributing more to the city coffers than J.
A. Sutter Jr., Samuel Brannan, or Governor P. H. Burnett.
Nearly a year to the day after Barton Lee’s banking
troubles began, Lee sailed to Honolulu aboard the
schooner Golden Rule, suggesting that his financial
situation had stabilized. He remained in the Sandwich
Islands for an undisclosed period of time, but eventually
returned to California where he delegated his time
between Sacramento and Calistoga to ease his
rheumatism. When the Sacramento Pioneer Association
formed in 1854, the organization inducted Barton Lee as
one of its members. Mr. Lee’s former business partners
Albert Priest and P. B. Cornwall enjoyed membership, as
well.
The name Barton Lee, which had remained out of the
news since the excitement of 1850, unexpectedly
appeared in the September 9, 1856, edition of the
Sacramento Daily Union: “SERIOUS ACCIDENT. Barton
Lee, who had been able to leave a sick bed but a few days
previously, on Saturday evening stepped on a loose plank
on the side-walk on M street, between 2d and 3d streets,
fell and broke his left leg above the knee. In view of the
character of his illness… and the shock which his system
sustained, it is thought the accident will terminate
fatally.”
Barton Lee died nearly three months later on
December 1, 1856, at the age of forty-three. Fellow
Sacramento Pioneer Association member Dr. H. W.
Harkness signed the vital record confirming death. The
Pioneers organized a funeral procession the following day
from their hall to the city cemetery where Barton Lee’s
remains are interred. 

The original obituary of Barton Lee is reproduced in
Sacramento Pioneer Association: News of the Day, Vol.
I, 1854-1859, on pages 242-244.

Sunset & Strings
Jamboree
Thursday, September 19th
Approx. 7PM to 9:30PM
Advanced Tickets Required
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!
https://suttersfort.org/event/
sunset-strings-jamboree-2019/
The Sacramento Pioneer Association and
Friends of Sutter’s Fort invite you to
experience the extraordinary musical talents
of the New World String Project within the
walls of one of Sacramento’s oldest settings.
These four highly skilled and well-known
multi-instrumentalists — two veteran duo
acts — recently joined forces to create an
exciting weave of traditional world music
blending Celtic, Nordic, & American roots.
Hear the ancient and modern sounds of the
nyckelharpa, harp, fiddle, guitar, cittern,
bouzouki, and other instruments mingle
freely with singing from Stuart Mason as he
shares his unique arrangements of ballads as
old as the Appalachian hills where he was
born.

ABOUT NEW WORLD STRING PROJECT
New World String Project brings together four mighty players who weave a shimmering sonic
tapestry from Celtic, Nordic, and American folk traditions. Fiddler and Sacramento native John
Weed and guitarist Stuart Mason also play together in the long-running Celtic band Molly’s
Revenge. Celtic harp master Lisa Lynne, who gained international renown via recordings and
tours with the label Windham Hill, often performs in a duo with NWSP-mate Aryeh Frankfurter,
an expert on harp and Swedish nyckelharpa.
Together, these intrepid string explorers take audiences on a thrilling, melodically exuberant
musical ride.

Get your tickets today!
View the flyer at https://sacramentopioneer.org/calendar-of-events/

Take a Walk on the Wild Side!!!
SACRAMENTO PIONEER ASSOCIATION 24TH ANNUAL PICNIC
WHEN: Saturday October 5, 2019, 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
WHERE: THE SACRAMENTO ZOO 3930 West Land Park Drive
MENU: Hosted Beer & Wine Bar; Appetizers
Salad; Pan seared salmon & chicken; Garlic mashed potatoes; Dessert
$65/member $75/guest $40/child under 16
Price includes entry to the zoo.
You’re welcome to come as early as you like prior to the event to stroll through the zoo.
(A guest list will be at the main gate for early zoo admission)
NO pets allowed.
Please R.S.V.P. by September 25, 2019….NO refunds after that date!

Visit Our New & Improved Website
https://sacramentopioneer.org
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Sacramento Pioneer Association
Calendar of Events
Monday, September 19

Sunset & Strings Jamboree concert at
Sutter’s Fort featuring New World String
Project. 7PM - 9:30PM. Tickets $40.

Monday, September 9

California Admission Day No event planned

Saturday, October 5

SPA Annual Picnic at the Sacramento Zoo

Thursday, December 5

SPA Annual Holiday Party at the California
State Railroad Museum

2019

