
  

 
 

MARCH 2022             SPRING EDITION 

Message from 
President Bill Gould 
 
Thursday, February 24 
Zoom Lecture Featuring 
James Scott of the 
Sacramento Public Library 
 
Annual Dinner Meeting 
Thursday, March 10 
at Del Paso Country Club 
 
Publication of the 
Quarterly Newsletter 
Anthology 2013-2021 
 
150 Years Ago… 
An Article from the  
Sacramento Daily Union 

Our 169th Year 

 



2 

Sacramento Pioneer Association 

Pioneer Newsletter TM 

All rights reserved. This newsletter may not be 

reproduced in any form or part without 

expressed written permission of the Sacramento 

Pioneer Association. The Sacramento Pioneer 

Association is a California 501(c)(3) non-profit. 

Officers and board members are held harmless. 
 

Sacramento Pioneer Association 

1731 Howe Avenue, Box 639 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

(916) 447-7411 

www.sacramentopioneer.org  
 

sacramentopioneerassociation@gmail.com 

Cover image:  The cover of the Sacramento Pioneer 

Association’s upcoming book, titled Sacramento Pioneer 

Association Quarterly Newsletter Anthology 2013 - 2021, 

pays tribute to the style and design of the Association’s 

newsletter; apropos considering historical vignettes that 

have appeared in the newsletter over the past eight years 

comprise the content of the compendium. Beneath the 

book title, six thumbnail images depict past newsletter 

covers that feature the portraits of Maria Cadogan, Joseph 

W. Winans, and Dr. H. W. Harkness as well as Rev. 

Joseph Benton & Leland Stanford at the groundbreaking 

of the Central Pacific Railroad, Sutter’s Fort as it appeared 

in 1849 and the architectural plans for the renovation of 
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 Greetings Pioneers, 
 
Now that the Pandemic appears to be on the wane, 
we can look forward to the resumption of in 
person participation at our annual meeting. As I 
recall, our last in person meeting was in March 
2020 just before the lockdown. Last year we met 
via zoom, which is no fun since there is a definite 
social side to the meeting. 
 
At the meeting you will receive reports on our 
finances, scholarships, the election of directors, 
and also pioneer of the year awards for 2021 and 
2022. The meeting should be an enjoyable and 
informative get together. 

We still have not found a tenant for the ground 
floor of Pioneer Hall. The board had a short 
meeting there recently to tour the space and to 
decide on the location of the photo of the 
associations founding members that was donated 
by member and past president Wendel Flint. 
 
Lastly, we can now look forward to the renewal of 
interesting outings and you will hear more about 
that in the near future. Stay tuned!!! 
 
Regards, 
 
Bill  

President’s Message 

Online Webinar Event 
Thursday, February 24, 2022 

at 7 PM via ZOOM 
 

To request a free login code, 
Please send an email to 

The Sacramento Public Library’s 
Sacramento Room Archivist 

James Scott 
Sacramento’s Gold Rush-Era 

Saloon Culture 

Presents 

SACRAMENTO 
PIONEER 
ASSOCIATION 

Join Sacramento Room archivist 

James Scott for a deep dive into 

Sacramento’s Gold Rush -era 

saloon culture. Beyond gaming, 

entertainment, alcohol and sheer 

violence, the saloon said more 

about Sacramento and the nation at 

the time than one might think. 

Scott will also address some of the 

best sources in the Sacramento 

Room for researching the social 

and political life of the Capital City 

during the nineteenth-century and 

beyond.   

sacramentopioneerassociation@gmail.com 
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Introduction to the 
Soon-to-be Published 

Sacramento Pioneer Association 
Quarterly Newsletter Anthology 

By Michael Shepard 
 
The Sacramento Pioneer Association organized 

on January 24, 1854, at Jones Hotel on J Street, 
Between Front and Second Streets, to preserve the 
memory of Sacramento’s California pioneers who 
arrived ahead of the masses in an untamed land at the 
nation’s western frontier. The mandatory requirement 
for membership: arrival in California prior to January 
1, 1850. 

While the allure of gold provided an impetus for 
their journeys, these adventurous men soon after 
perceived themselves as the vanguard of Manifest 
Destiny who trailblazed a path for others to follow. 
They recognized the role that they had played 
furthering the expansion of nineteenth century 
American civilization across an entire continent. 

In the nascence of Sacramento’s pioneer society, 
and during the years that followed, the organization 
enjoyed the privilege and benefit of a membership 
that included many of Sacramento’s most successful 
and prominent men. Doctors, bankers, attorneys, 
elected officials, merchants and a host of other 
entrepreneurs joined the organization.  

Newspaper men (proprietors, editors, journalists 
and contributors) comprised a special cast of 
members who actively participated in the esteemed 
Sacramento Pioneer Association. James Anthony, 
owner of the Sacramento Daily Union, and James 
McClatchy, owner of the Sacramento Bee, probably 
remain the two most well-known Sacramento 
Pioneers who made the printed word their vocation. 
Dr. John F. Morse served as the editor of the Daily 
Union during that paper’s first years. The good 
doctor also owned and edited the California State 
Medical Journal. Reverend O. C. Wheeler published 
the first religious newspaper printed in California, 
the Pacific Banner. He also regularly submitted 
articles to the Pacific Rural Press. H. B. Livingston 
and Joseph W. Winans edited the short-lived Daily  
Index of Sacramento. Livingston later worked as a 
legislative correspondent for the Sacramento Daily 
Union, and then wrote for San Francisco’s Alta 
California. The poetry and prose of Joseph W. 
Winans, first president of the Sacramento Pioneer 
Association, appeared in various California 
newspapers under the pen name Glycus. The 
Reverend Joseph A. Benton penned a series of some 
thirty letters during a round-the-world trip with 
fellow Sacramento Pioneer Edgar Mills, which the 
Sacramento Daily Union published promptly upon 
each letter’s arrival from overseas.  

For many decades, Anthony’s Sacramento Daily 
Union and McClatchy’s Sacramento Bee published 
articles, advertisements and announcements 
regarding the Sacramento Pioneer Association and 
its members. The multitude of newspaper articles 
that pertain to the pioneer society over just the first 
six years comprise a transcribed volume of 324 
pages, published by the Association in 2015, titled  
News of the Day, 1854 to 1859. 

Into the twentieth century, the Society’s name 
continued to appear on the pages of the Sacramento 
Daily Union and the Sacramento Bee, although less 
frequently and usually associated with an obituary of 
one of the old pioneers. By 1910, only six original 
members remained according to a roster included 
with the organization’s Constitution and Bylaws 
printed that year. The Association had altered its 
constitution to allow lineal descendants to join as 
junior members. They numbered eighty-nine in 
1910. With the death of the last Pioneer in 1915, the 
sons and daughters assumed control of the 

From the Desk 
of the 

Publishing Committee 

 

Michael Shepard has served as editor of 
the Sacramento Pioneer Association 
Quarterly Newsletter for eight years and 
counting. During that period, he wrote more 
than thirty vignettes that explore some aspect 
of our Sacramento Pioneer Association’s 
history. 

In the spring of 2021, President Bill 
Gould suggested that Michael organize his 
writings in book format for publication, so 
that these brief histories would be collected 
and available in one place. Mr. Gould’s 
encouragement led to the soon-to-be 
published, 200 page Sacramento Pioneer 
Association Quarterly Newsletter Anthology. 

After formatting the articles to the 
parameters of a 6x9 inch paperback, adding 
illustrations, designing a cover and 
numerous rounds of editing, the 
compendium nears completion. 

The anthology’s introduction, in and of 
itself an historical vignette, appears below. 
Enjoy the preview. 
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organization. By 1920, however, the junior 
members’ number had declined to fifty-five. 

Among the last newspaper references to the 
Pioneers occurred in the Union when Pioneer 
Association members, all of them sons, daughters 
and grandchildren of the original members, placed a 
commemorative plaque in Marshall Park at 28th and 
J Streets on January 24, 1918. The date marked the 
seventieth anniversary of the discovery of gold in 
California, as well as the sixty-fourth anniversary of 
the first meeting of the Sacramento Pioneer 
Association. 

The decades that followed saw a significant 
decline in membership. A great depression and a 
second world war could have brought the demise of 
Sacramento’s pioneer society, but for the four 
remaining descendants of original members who 
served as dutiful custodians of the Pioneer 
Association’s properties (Pioneer Grove and Pioneer 
Hall) and the Association’s archive. 

The year 1966 marked a reawakening of the 
Sacramento Pioneer Association as the organization 
reformed its constitution and bylaws to allow 
membership to any resident interested in the 
preservation of Sacramento history. A new 
generation of Pioneers took the reigns. 

While the early Sacramento Pioneer Association 
relied on local newspapers to keep its membership 
apprised of the society’s activities, the modern 
Association utilized the U. S. Postal Service. 
Association President Robert G. Thomas produced 
the first newsletter on record in March of 1991 - he 
literally wrote a letter to the membership. The 
newsletter intended to inform the membership of 
noteworthy business conducted by the board, the 
financial state of the Association, upcoming trips 
and events as well as the announcement of new 
membership applications. Subsequent presidents 
followed suit with their own informative monthly 
letter to the membership. As President James D. 
Coyle, M. D., explained to his readers in a letter 
issued in December of 1993, “we do want YOU 
involved in all the exciting activities of the 
association, and it is essential that we dispense this 
information, solicit your opinions and responses, 
and encourage all of you to be an important voice in 
your association.” 

President Jack Cornelius Jr. prepared the last 
presidential letter in 1998, after which the board of 
directors appointed Carol Doersch and Lynda Otto 
newsletter editors. In February of 1999, Carol and 
Lynda completely revamped the form and style of 
the Sacramento Pioneer Association newsletter with 
the aid of desktop publishing. The new and 
improved newsletter took on the appearance of a 
newspaper with concise articles formatted in 

columns, which the editors introduced with large, 
bold headlines. Each edition generally began with the 
President’s Message, followed by all of the 
Association news fit to print. The editors also 
included photographs and clip art to embellish each 
page. Due to the more intensive production of the 
new format, the monthly president’s newsletter 
became a quarterly newsletter. Carol and Lynda  
served as editors of the newsletter for the next twelve 
years. 

When Carol Doersch stepped down as editor in 
2011, Nancy Weaver Teichert and Helen 
Diepenbrock stepped up; with technical assistance 
provided by Bo Grebitus. Both Nancy and Helen had 
regularly submitted articles to Carol and Lynda’s 
newsletter.  

Bo inherited the editorship from Nancy and Helen 
and produced the November 2012 and June 2013 
issues. He introduced panache by colorizing the 
newsletter. Michael Shepard submitted an article for 
print in Bo’s June 2013 newsletter. Bo, a master of 
persuasion, convinced Michael to assume the role of 
newsletter editor. The board approved the transition 
and the next issue of the quarterly newsletter 
prepared by Michael appeared in September 2013 
featuring a biography of the Sacramento Pioneer 
Association’s first president, Joseph W. Winans. 

For the past eight years, the eight-page, quarterly 
newsletter has consistently arrived in mailboxes of 
Sacramento Pioneer Association members every 
spring, summer, autumn and winter. Each issue 
contains a magazine-style cover image, a masthead 
with the names of current officers and directors, the 
president’s message to the membership, 
announcements of upcoming Pioneer events as well 
as recaps of past events, photos of past events and a  
two-page historical article researched and written by 
Newsletter Editor, past President and current 
Secretary Michael Shepard regarding some 
compelling aspect of the Sacramento Pioneer 
Association. 

Thirty-two historical essays, written over a period 
of eight years, make up the contents of this book. 
One hundred sixty-eight years of Sacramento Pioneer 
Association history provide a near-endless source of 
intriguing subjects to explore for the columns of a 
two-page newsletter vignette. The author hopes that 
these brief sketches provide readers some insight into 
the dynamic history of the Sacramento Pioneer 
Association, and, perhaps, inspire future researchers 
to conduct further investigation into the subjects 
presented herein. 

 

❖❖❖ 
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THE SACRAMENTO PIONEER ASSOCIATION 
Cordially invites you to attend 

 

The 2022 Annual Dinner Meeting 
Thursday, March 10, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Del Paso Country Club 
3333 Marconi Ave., Sacramento, CA   95821 

 

Current dues paying members and Lifetime members 
$75/person 

 

Other members and guests 
$80/person 

 

Send reservations by March 2, 2022, 
indicating your dinner selection, with check payable to  

 

Sacramento Pioneer Association 
1731 Howe Avenue, #639, Sacramento, CA 95825 

 

No Refunds after March 2, 2022 

 

 

Menu 

Entrée Options 
 

Baked Fillet of Scottish Salmon 
Mashed Yukon Gold potatoes, steamed broccolini, 
crispy capers, citrus butter sauce, minced chives 

 

Pan Seared Filet Mignon 
Bacon roasted blue lake beans, julienne carrots, 

chive whipped Yukon Golds, cabernet demi-glace 
 

Oven Baked Stuffed Eggplant 
Garlicy spinach, tomato basil sauce, 
herbed panko parmesan herb crust 

 

     Complimentary Wine                 No host cash bar 
   

 

PIONEER APPAREL 
 

A large assortment of 
shirts, hats, aprons, bags, 

etc., 
all finely embroidered 

with the  
Sacramento Pioneer 

Association 

emblem, may be procured 
by visiting 

 
https://www.companycasuals.com/ 

Sacramentopioneer/start.jsp 

150 Years Ago... 
 

Sacramento Daily Union 
May 27, 1872 
 
PIONEERS. - This society held their monthly meeting 
on Saturday evening, Vice President S. Chiles 
presiding. Minutes of the meeting of the 27th of 
April were read and approved. The application for 
membership from C. L. Newton having been 
approved by the Board of Directors, he was balloted 
for and elected a member of the society. W. H. 
Luther presented to the society a Mexican spur, 
inlaid with gold, plowed up by him on his ranch in 
Ione valley. The spur is recognized as having 
belonged to Joaquin Muriate [sic], the bandit chief, 
who lost it in 1852. 
 
It was moved and adopted that this society celebrate 
the coming Fourth of July, and a committee of three 
was appointed to confer with the citizens’ 
Committee of Arrangements. There was also 
appointed a committee of seven to make 
arrangements for a Pioneer collation, to be paid for 
from the Contingent Fund of the society.  His 
Excellency, Newton Booth, Governor of the State, 
and N. Greene Curtis, were unanimously elected 
honorary members of the society. 
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Sacramento Pioneer Association 
1731 Howe Ave, #639 
Sacramento, CA 95825-2209 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

2022 
 
 
Thursday, February 24 
 
 
Thursday, March 10 

 
 

 
 
SPA Zoom Lecture Featuring James Scott 
Of the Sacramento Public Library 
 
SPA Annual Dinner Meeting at 
Del Paso Country Club 

Calendar of Events 


